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This is to confirm a series of telephonic discussions 
between Mr. Jeffrey Fogel of my staff and F.B.I. Special Agents 
Joel Dean, James Reames, and Bruce Koenig regarding the Depart- 
ment's continuing efforts to assist the National Academy of 
Sciences (NAS) in the NAS evaluation of acoustical evidence 
related to the John.Z, Kennedy assassination. As we have dis- 
cussed with those agents, the NAS has requested that F.B.I. 
..Technical Services Division personnel who are familiar with the 
recent F.B.I. technical review of House Select Committee on 
Assassinations (HSCA) acoustical research respond to questions 
!;at the next meeting of the NAS panel which is reviewing that 
(acoustical evidence. 

Attendance at this NAS panel meeting will be restricted 
( to NAS members and staff, National Science Foundation staff, 

.and scientific experts invited by NAS (including the private- 
sector researchers hired by the HSCA). The Department of Justice 
has taken numerous precautions, such as the use of the National 
Science Foundation as a "buffer" between the NAS and the Depart 
ment, to avoid both the reality of and the appearance of Depart 
ment intervention in the NAS study. To preserve the lack of 
direct contact between NAS panel members and the Department of 
Justice, I have instructed my staff not to attend this meeting. 

- My staff remains unaware of the identity of the NAS panel members 
■ and has dealt with the NAS only through a single NAS professional 
staff member. * „ // * * , — » — 
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The Department has also attempted to supply all 
(support services and information to the NAS, *° * s !“ e ‘V t f 
conclusions will not be incomplete as a result 

access to relevant Information. Accordingly, ^ * 

that the F.B.I. arrange to have the appropriate F.B. .^per o^ 

attend the NAS panel meeting on Saturday, Janu ry . , 

•room 150 of the NAS Building at 2101 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 

Although Technical Services Division personnel have 
I informed my office that some matters cannot be di ^ussed with 
iNAS panel members if private-sector experts are present, I 
•believe that it would be extremely inappropriate for any compo- 
nent of ^he Department to request or encourage the exclusion of 
(other invited experts from. any portion of t*®*;®®®^ 5 ' , l 
! this opinion upon my understanding that much 

, sentation will be critical of the research effort of the otner 
experts present. A Department-endorsed elusion of those 
experts could generate public doubt regarding the ability of the 
iTSFuto support its widely-publicized acoustics report. 

In recognition of the possibility that F.B. 1 . experts' 
answers to some NAS panel questions may contain technical method 
ology information which should not be released to commercial 
researchers in the private sector, it is requested that the 
answers to such questions be withheld if essential at that 
meeting and that those answers be subsequently submitted to the 
«]«r in wr itten form. This procedure will also assure the mam 
“ant e S of Department contact with the NAS committee. 

If national security, grand jury secrecy. Freedom o£ Information 
Art Privacy Act or other legal considerations bar a complete 
response to^y NAS question, it is requested that your personnel 

advise the National Academy of Sciences P ane J. ^^^^^deavor 
will be immediately referred to my office. My staff will ■ endeav r 
to arrange a lawful method of releasing to the NAS any such inf 

mation sought. 

It is our understanding that only NAS panel members will 
.question F.B.I. personnel. Questions should be restricted to 
matters relevant to the evaluation of scientific evidence. Neither 
F.B.I. investigative activity which was not related to the 
(scientific evidence nor Criminal Division involvement in reviewing 
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the H SCA report should be the subject of Inquiry at the NAS 

fssl 

^questions related to fl 1 * h ? res P ondln 8 to scientific 
iof the recent FBI evidence and to all aspects 

.B.I. scientific report regarding that evidence. 

e general public can rely upon without hesitation. 



